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Vancouver, BC V6C 3L3 
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SPEAKING OUT 


Riel's memory should 
be linked with his vision 


by John Copley 

Louis Riel is one of Canada’s most noted, if not 
beloved, Aboriginal ancestors. In fact, even though 
he’s been dead for more than a hundred years, he still 
leads Canada’s Metis Nation, if only in spirit. That’s 
because it is Riel’s name, actions, deeds, accomplish¬ 
ments and beliefs that provide today’s Md tis with the 
one ingredient needed to attain recognition as a 
distinct people, capable of self-thought, self-govern¬ 
ance and self-determination. 

For over a hundred years the M4tis have tried to 
gain the same autonomy and respect as that of then- 
brothers, members of the country’s First Nations 
communities. So far they have failed. But headway 
has been made. And most of it was made with Riel’s 
banner leading the way into the foray of negotiations, 
his memory never far from the table. It took years but 
finally government came to realize that to put the 
past behind them, they would have to acknowledge 
that Riel was really only doing what any man should 
do if his country is threatened, defend it. Over the 
years, and in particular the past ten years, govern¬ 
ment has been repeatedly asked to reconsider its 
stance on Louis Riel and to admit that the famous 
Metis leader was one of Canada’s heros and fathers, 
not one of its traitors. 

Accomplishing this Metis goal is just a signature 
away. If it comes it will be a signature that took the 
effort of many people. It will have also taken a good 
many years. But it looks as though it could happen 
now that five federal MPs have introduced a private 
member’s bill that could change the words on Riel’s 
epitaph from “traitor” to “Father of Confederation.” 

Unfortunately, the two groups that did the most to 
make it all work out, disagree on how the paperwork 
should be written up. Louis Riel’s descendants have 
made it clear that they don’t want to wait around for 
the rest of Canada’s Metis people to get their land 
claims settled before their famous ancestor gets the 
respect he’s been deprived of for more than a hundred 

At a recent news conference in Montreal, Riel’s 
great-niece, France Lemay, said, “I think they (MNC) 
figure they should get their land claims settled before 
they pass the Riel bill.” 



Leo Teillet, a great grand-nephew of Riel, said “the 
family issue is to give Louis Riel his proper place in 
history. We’re not interested in land claims.” 

Canada’s Metis leader, Gerald Morin, president of 
the Metis National Council (MNC), says that “Riel 
and many Metis people fought and died for a cause,” 
and that the best way to honour his memory would be 
“to put in place the justice and vision we’ve been 
fighting for.” 

Surely the Riel family descendants and the MNC 
can get together on this one. If not, the MNC has my 
vote. Riel’s name is symbolic of Mdtis-ism. Riel’s name 
is important to the cultural and traditional identity 
that distinguishes Canada’s Metis from other Cana¬ 
dians. Riel’s memory is definitely too important to 
simply put aside, without real tangible meaning. 
Riel’s name, and his cause, remain important, even 
today, and to accept a simple apology, even a gold- 
lined one, without benefit of programs, projects or 
viable input of some kind, would not be in the best 
interest of the Metis nation as a whole. 

If Riel is indeed to be named a Father of Confedera¬ 
tion, it is only fitting that in his new post he be able to 
look down and see some of his goals attained, his 
dreams fulfilled. If Riel’s memory is to sustain in 
integrity what it did for over a hundred years in 
infamy, it must be accompanied by programs that add 
believability to his cause, a just society where Mdtis 
rights are entrenched in the constitution. 
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I TAKE HIM 
AS MY OWN 

These six tiny words can change a Native 
child's life forever. They can give a him a 
sense of security, love, belonging and 
pride in his Aboriginal ancestry. 

If you would like to extend your First 
Nations family through adoption, call 
(403) 297-2789, (postadoption financial 
assistance is available). 
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We at Crosstown Chrysler Jeep are very proud to 
announce the hiring of Mr. Terry Bourque as new and 
used vehicle sales consultant. Terry Bourque resides at 
the Buffalo Lake M6tis Settlement, 200 kms. north of 
Edmonton. Call Terry today and drive away with your 
new or used vehicle, 1-780-689-2878 


No credit application refused. O.A.C. 
Terry Bourque ~ Aboriginal Specialist 






























































Native plan to protest 
Pan Am Games still a go 

by John Copley 

Last month’s threat by some of Manitoba's First 
Nations communities moved from the idle to the 
active stage last week when Winnipeg activist, Terry 
Nelson, told media that five of the province’s First 
Nations leaders remained committed to a protest now 
scheduled to take place during the Pan American 
Games, July 23rd - August 8th. 

The five groups are attempting to bring interna¬ 
tional attention to the numerous difficulties faced by 
many of Manitoba’s Aboriginal people. High incar¬ 
ceration rates, joblessness, sub-standard housing con¬ 
ditions and unresolved land claims are some of issues 
the protesters intend to illuminate during the 
upcoming Games. 

Nelson, who explained that the protest would have 
both “low-key” and “more confrontational” compo- 




A special! salute 
to all Native Leaders, 
from Tracy and Joe at 

LAYTON BROS. 
CONSTRUCTION LTD. 

• oilfield & road 
construction 

6015- 50TH AVENUE 
BONNYVILLE, ALBERTA 

Phone (780) 826-6969 

FOX (780) 826-2756 

PROUDLY WORKING WITH 
FIRST NATIONS IN 
NORTHEASTERN ALBERTA 



First Nation communities 
to the venture. The groups’ 
recently in Winnipeg 
i different options for demonstra¬ 
tions. No details were available at press time. 

Winnipeg Stadium’s 30,000 plus seats will be filled 
to capacity during the 17 day long sports spectacular. 
The event is expected to reach a worldwide audience 
of more than 400 million. 

Protests are expected to begin during the lengthy 
Opening Ceremony, an otherwise busy evening that 
includes the introduction of two themes, that The 
Forke has been a meeting place for a thousand years 
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and that Winnipeg is a unique prairie city, as de¬ 
scribed by poet, Ralph Connor, inl909,whenhe wrote 
that it lay “not far from the centre of the American 
Continent, midway between the oceans east and west, 
midway between the Gulf and the Arctic sea, on the 
rim of a plain, snow swept in winter, flower decked in 
summer.” 

The plan to protest living conditions during the Pan 
Am Games doesn’t sit well with all of Manitoba’s 
Native communities. In fact, some are calling the 
decision a bad move. While Nelson considers his 
options for protest, others are worried about alienat¬ 
ing Manitobans. The Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
has not endorsed the demonstrations and some, in¬ 
cluding Fox Lake’s, Chief Michael Lawrenchuk and 
Rolling River First Nation Chief Morris Shannacappo, 
have said they’d rather see literature handed out at 
the Games sites. 

Nelson, who admitted the protests could possibility 
anger fellow Manitobans, explained the situation by 
saying that “we may lose public support if we disrupt 
the Pan Am Games but the fact is some of them don’t 
have a whole lot to lose, especially the ones up in 
northern Manitoba who have serious housing issues.” 

Games organizers have chosen to accept and make 
the best of the inevitable protest. But though they 
have designated specific areas for the protesters to 
picket at numerous sports venues, Nelson wouldn’t 
say whether or not the rules would be obeyed. 

I think we’ve done a lot of things well together,” said 
Pan Am Games President, Don McKenzie, in recent 
comments to media. “I’ve talked to Terry Nelson and 
he’s told me their issue isn’t with us. If what they are 
trying to do doesn’t interfere with what we’re trying to 
do, then I think we can work with each other.” 

The Province of Manitoba has 65 First Nations 
communities within its borders. 


Rehab program designed for Native offenders 


rehabilitation program that utilizes both tradi¬ 
tional Aboriginal healing practices and proven cor¬ 
rectional methods, is about to be delivered to Native 
offenders upon their release from federal institu- 

The program, the result of a five year deal just 
signed between Native Counselling Services of Al¬ 
berta (NCSA) and Corrections Canada, will also be 
available to federal prisoners serving minimum 


deal gives full responsibility for the 
renaDintation segment of the program to NCSA. The 
organization’s executive director, Allan Benson, said 
that under the new deal, Native offenders would 
take up temporary residence at the Edmonton-based, 
Stan Daniels Healing Centre. 

No mention was made whether or not the organi¬ 
zation’s current $1.7 million budget would receive 
additional funds for program development. About 
iecurny sentences. 70 Native offenders currently participate in NCSA 

Unlike similar agreements between the two par- rehab and counselling service programs each year. 
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Best wishes Alberta Native News. We salute your 
i 5 year contribution to First Nations communications. 
Continued success, from 
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Canada’s First Peoples come first 
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ABORIGINAL AUTOMOTIVE CENTRE 

OVER300TRUCKS IN STOCK!!! TAKEOVER PAYMENTS 


O ALL MAKES AND MODELS O BUY HERE PAY HERE! O WE TAKE TRADES O PAYMENTS STARTING AT $39 PER WEEK O 
O OVER 500 TRUCKS, CARS & VANS TO CHOOSE FROM O OUT OF TOWN? CALL TOLL FREE AND WE WILL DEUVER O 

★ 1 - 800 - 447-0744 ★ 
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-SCIENCE CAMP- 

“Turning Kids 
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to Science!” 



Eight Summer Day Camps 
at the U of A Campus 
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Saluting Native Leaders 


Native leaders sign unprecedented 

political accord by John Copley 

An unprecedented meeting is taking place this month in Vancouver as 900 
Aboriginal leaders from across Canada and the United States gather to discuss, 
and sign, a new political accord that is being hailed as the stepping stone to a 
formal union between Canada’s Assembly of First Nations (AFN) and America’s 
National Congress of American Indians (NCAI). Also expected to attend the four 
day (July 20-23) gathering, Assembly of First Nations /National Congress of 
American Indians Joint Annual Assembly, Uniting First Nations: Tecumseh's 
Vision, are Indigenous groups from Mexico and from Central and South America. 

The meeting, which combines the AFFTs Annual Assembly with that of the 
NCAI, will help give the Western Hemisphere’s Indigenous populations a united 
front when they meet with other world organizations, explained AFN spokesper¬ 
son, Jean LaRose. 

“It’s a way to approach major organizations, such as the United Nations," 
LaRose told media recently. A unified approach “would obviously add weight” to 
an argument or position “before such a body as the U.N.” he added. 

This marks the first time the two groups have ever met in a formal structure. 
The goal of the meeting is to establish a united entity that will address and 
represent the concerns of First Nations people not only in Canada and the United 
States, but also from all other Indigenous cultures found in the Western Hem' 

The agenda during the first three days of the conference is filled with meeting 
and discussions designed to discover how the combined efforts of more than 1.5 
million Indians can best be utilized to serve the needs of the whole. Included on 
the list of planned topics and discussions are the effects of supreme court 
decisions, treaty issues, natural resources and more. Health concerns, including 
a report from an urban issues taskforce, is another important topic on the agenda. 

It is hoped that a unified alliance between all First Nations communities across 
the continent will help add clout to the group when they address issues such as 
housing, poverty, health, trade and human rights. 

The AFN represents 633 First Nations communities in Canada; its American 
counterpart currently administers to the needs of 250, a figure that represents 
about half of the tribes in the United States. 

The signing of a political accord between the different First Nations groups in 
North America fulfils a prophecy by the famous Shawnee war chief, Tecumseh, 
who^before being abandoned by Britishforcesjiuring a battle at Mora' ’ 


TRIBAL CHIEFS INSTITUTE 
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A special rate of $200.00 per person will be offered to organizations sending 10 or more 
participants. No walk-ins will be accepted at registration 
due to the conference selling out each year. 

For further information contact Val Jackson, Brenda Joly or Bemie Makokis 

at 780-645-6787 • fax 780-645-5638 




on October 5,1813, announced his dream of one day seeing a united Indian nation. 
Bom in what is now Thamesville, Ontario, Tecumseh was killed in the fighting 
against the Americans. His dream of a united Indian nation was never realized, 


More than 4,000 delegates are expected to participate in the conference. 
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Head of Union of BC Indian 
Chiefs slams treaty process 




We honour the Chiefs and Leaders of the First Nation 
whose wisdom and leadership will guide us into the next millennium, fron 

Cree Nation Child & Family 
Caring Agency , 

P. O. Box 3910, The Pas, Manitoba R9A 1S5 
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Mathias Colomb Cree Nation... 
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Happy 15th Anniversary, from 
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Congratulations, Alberta Native News, 
on your 15 th Anniversary. 
Wishing you continued success, from 
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SERVING ALBERTANS SINCE 1963 


We install Lennox Heating 
and Airconditioning 


Phone (403) 236-2444 
Fax (403) 236-8345 


6815 40 Street S.E., Calgary AB T2C 2W7 


Congratulations on your 15th Anniversary. 
Alberta "Native "Ne\Vs. from 

COWESSESS GAS 
& GROCERY 


Call Raymond Lerat, Manager, a 

(306)696-2593 

or Fax (306) 696-2944 
For all your grocery needs 

P. 0. Box 199, Cowessess, Saskatchewan SOG 5L0 





WORDSEARCH 

by John Copley ©1999 

Circle the words from the following 
list and the remaining letters, working 
vertically from left to right, wifi tell you 
what kind ofleaders the theme refers to. 
Letters can be used more than once in 
order to achieve another word. Words 
may run vertically, horizontally, back¬ 
wards and diagonally. 

THEME 

Today’s Native Leaders 

Word List 


Arcand 

Grant 

Arlooktoo 

Hare 

Auger 

Havioyak 

Barney 

Joseph 

Bearskin 

Kilabuck 

Belcourt 

King 

Bourque 

LaBelle 

Bouvier 

Lefebvre 

Buffalo 

Maas 

Bull 

Martin 

Cardinal 

Morin 

Cattleman 

Nanooch 

Chartier 

Noskey 

Cray 

Novack 

Crowshoe 

Okalik 

Cyr 

Pelletier 

Daniels 

Phillip 

Dumais 

Poitras 

Favel 

McKay 

Fayant 

Sault 

Flette 

Scanie 

Fontaine 

Tomah 

Gadwa 

Tuccaro 

George 

Ward 

Gosnell 

Whitney 

Solution on page 15 
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Exhibit, Continued from page 9 


“The National Geographic IMAX Theatre,” explained Hughes, 
“will complement the exhibit by focusing on two creatures central 
to Nuu-chah-nulth mythology. The film Whales will be high¬ 
lighted first, then, beginning in September, the IMAX will feature 
a film on one of the most elusive creatures on earth, the wolf.” 

The response to the project by the Nuu-chah-nulth community 
has been overwhelming. Their interest has sparked the RBCMs 
Public Program Department and the Nuu-chah-nulth Cultural 
Liaisons to organize and administer a series of special cultural 
events. These include seven special Nuu-chah-nulth events that 
begin in October with a Weaver’s Weekend and end next April with 
a Celebration of Song and Dance. 

Mr. Hughes lauded the efforts of Central Nuu-chah-nulth Re¬ 
gion Chief Nelson Keitlaw, and other key figures who have been 
involved in the project since its inception. “We have shared a great 
deal and learned a great deal by working together over the past 
while,” he added. “I believe that the mutual respect and under¬ 
standing we have come to share has helped to enrichen us all.” 

Dave Winshar, speaking for the Nuu-chah-nulth, agreed with 
Hughes and reiterated the importance of mutual respect and 
understanding. He said that “the museum has had to learn a great 
deal about the Nuu Chah Nulth in a very short time period and 
they have done well. Together we have accomplished a first-ever 
event and hopefully it is just the first of many more to come.” 
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Hiintng and Fishing 


Court decision major victory 
for Native treaty rights 


Provincial Judge Gary Cioni has acquitted Stuart Kenneth Breaker of the 
Siksika Nation of two violations of the Wildlife Act. 

Breaker had been charged with killing a bighorn sheep in Kananaskis Country 
and hunting in a wildlife sanctuary. 

The decision in favour of Breaker sets constitutional guidelines on Native 
hunting for food purposes on Crown lands and has major implications for all 
Native hunters in the province. It also sets out a demand for the inclusion of 
Natives in wildlife management programs. 

The importance of the Judge’s decision cannot be downplayed, says Breaker’s 
lawyer Jeffrey Rath. 

“The case isn’t so much about hunting rights, “ says Rath, “this case restricts the 
ability of the province to legislate or regulate in any area, i.e. recreation, tourism, 
wildlife, in a way that would impact negatively on treaty Aboriginal rights. 

“The province is trying to bring in wildlife regulations that affect Indian people. 
What this case says is the province can’t do it unless they go through the 
justification criteria laid out in Sparrow, and Alberta has refused to do that." 

Part of the government strategy lies in the creation of road corridors and wildlife 
sanctuaries, explains Rath, which the government feels allows it to bypass 
regulations and laws that affect Natives. 

“Their theory was that as long as you bring in a wildlife sanctuary, ostensibly 
for conservation purposes, the lands could be deemed to be occupied, and there was 
no longer a Native right to hunt. That was the idea behind it and the judge said 

According to Rath, the judge followed another decision, Regina versus Sun¬ 
down. “It’s not enough to simply invoke the words ‘conservation purposes’; you still 
have to justify it and the conservation method you choose has to meet the test in 
Sparrow, so the first question you ask is, is it necessary? Does it accord adequate 
priority to Indian rights? Does it infringe First Nations rights as little as possible? 
What you have here is a major tourist highway and we have memos obtained 
through disclosure from [Alberta government] Wildlife that one of the reasons 
they wanted this corridor was the sight of people skinning animals along the side 
of the road would be off putting to the tourists. 

“Think about it: who are the only people who have the right to hunt in tourist 
season? What they’re sayingis the sight of Indians skinning animals alongside the 
road would be unpalatable to tourists, so lets bring in this road corridor wildlife 
sanctuary to stop Indian people from hunting in this area. 

“At this point ask yourself if there’s a bona fide conservation reason.” 

Another strong point in the case was evidence centred on a particular elk herd 
found in the area and the supposed need to protect a winter range. AU evidence 
indicated the elk herd was in the area from December to April. 

“Even if it was a legitimate concern, what does an Indian hunting moose, 
muledeer, Rocky Mountain sheep at any other time of the year in the same area, 
have to do with the concerns about the elk?” asks Rath. “Nothing. If you’re looking 
at conservation, and your conservation goal is to increase the number of elk in the 
herd, the only constitutional way, because of the Indian priority, is to first shut 
down all non-Indian hunting of the herd, which they refiised to do. 

“It’s a landmark decision,” says Rath. “The first time ever we’ve heard a judge 
in Alberta say that Indians have a priority to wildlife, and all wildlife management 
in the province has to be, first and foremost, for the purposes of preserving a supply 
of food for the Natives.” 


9(6 arc /taffy to ia/u/c'$$/At*ta muJ 

you*. 1 5 of futtir/uny 

f West End Fish Producers 
& Packers Ltd. 


FRESH & FROZEN FISH • RETAIL & WHOLESALE 
Richard & Martha Caudron Res. (780) 776-3882 


JOUSSARD, (780) 776-3934 

ALBERTA Fax. (780) 776-3804 


We congratulate Alberta Native News on its 15th anniversary 
of independent publishing. Continued success, from 

York Boat INN 


NATIVE HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
Home to Fine 
Big-Game Hunting: 
Black Bear, Moose & Deer 
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According to Rath, Alberta has 
historically denied its obligations 
because of the implications tied 
to land claims and Native rights. 

“What they’ve resisted is the 
notion that Alberta has a fiduci¬ 
ary duty to the Indian people 
and the judge said it’s clear that 
Alberta does have a fiduciary 
duty which flows from the treaty 
itself and the natural resources 
transfer agreement. By not ac¬ 
cording adequate priority to the 
right to hunt, the province is 
breaching its fiduciary duty to 
Indian people.” 

Also important evidence was 
presented in the case on co-man- 

“The only effective, balanced, 
modem way for the government 
to meet its obligations to Indian 
people, whether it’s in regard to 
wildlife or any other form of resource development, is to engage in co-manage¬ 
ment. Bring Indian people into the management of resources in the province, so 
their input is there on an ongoing basis. What you’re doing is basically involving 
Native people themselves in the management of effectively what are their own 
resources." 

The Delguumkw decision is again key to the interpretation of law, says Rath, 
and helps define what is meant by consultation. 

“What we’re talking about comes from the concept of infringement. Every time 
the government issues a moose hunting permit to a non-Native person they are 
in effect infringing on the treaty right to hunt." 

“That’s why this decision is so big: it deals with the right to hunt but it goes well 
beyond that. It changes the way the government has to manage wildlife. They’re 
going to have to manage wildlife first and foremost for Indian people." 

The decision has been criticized by Peter Sherrington, President of the Alberta 
Wilderness Association, who told media that he fears rising tension between 
Native and non-Native hunters and Aboriginals coming to Alberta from across 
Canada to hunt. 

Rath dismisses the criticisms, saying that the law has been clarified and the 
government cannot continue to deny its obligations stemming from treaties. As for 
Natives coming from other provinces, Rath calls such a scenario “ridiculous” and 
notes that similar laws exist in other provinces already. 

“It’s just scare tactics,” says Rath. “They’re trying to create an alarmist political 
atmosphere to ensure they can continue to run roughshod over Indian people the 
way they have in the past. The real issue is that Alberta has been intentionally 
breaking the treaty since the inception of the province and it’s time to stop and 
enforce the treaty.” 
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Easiness & Resource Development 



Accord brings unity 
to Clayoquot Sound 
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take care of our people at the same time.” Baird 
credited Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation member Francis 
Frank for his instrumental role in helping to put the 
new agreement together. Calling him “a young man 
with the wisdom of an Elder,” Baird lauded Frank for 
his perseverance and “insistence that industry and 
interest groups sit together in a room and work things 


The last major logging road blockade in Clayoquot 
Sound took place in 1993 when more than 800 people 
were arrested. Since that time significant change has 
taken place. It began on October 22, 1993 with the 
provincial government’s formation of the Scientific 
Panel for Sustainable Forest Practices in Clayoquot 
Sound. The panel’s mandate was to develop “world- 
class standards for sustainable forest management in 
Clayoquot Sound by combining traditional and scien¬ 
tific knowledge.” 

During its tenure, which expired on May 29,1995, 
the 19-member panel documented five reports con¬ 
taining more than 170 recommendations. Six weeks 
later, on July6,1995,theB.C.govemmentannounced 
its intent to “fully implement” all of the panels’s 
recommendations. Aboriginal involvement, crucial to 
the success of any deal negotiated with traditional 
tribal territories, was abundant and included the 
participation of (co-Chair) Dr. Richard Atleo, a 
UMEEK Hereditary Chief and an instructor at 
Malaspina University-College. Other First Nations 
participation came from Hesquiaht Elder Ernest Law- 


enterprises such as eco-tourism, health foods and 
other specialty products.” All parties have agreed to 
work together to achieve innovative new mechanisms 
for accomplishing the goals of the First Nations in¬ 
volved in the deal. 

Other points of agreement in the MOU include that 
environmental groups support the emergence of a 
new model of ecoforestry in Clayoquot Sound via the i 
marketing of timber, and that the environmental 
groups support the emergence of a more diversified 
model of economic development in Clayoquot Sound 
by actively supporting the marketingto international " 1 
audiences and notent.ial consumers of cultural and I 


audiences and potential consumers of cultural and 
eco-tourism products or services from Clayoquot, along 
with non-timber forest products and value-added for¬ 
est products from community-based enterprises in 
the region. 

“The agreement,” explained Larry Baird “provides a 
foundation for stability that will enable and facilitate 
investment in local economic, cultural, educational 
and environmental enterprises. It is intended to cre¬ 
ate an example of sustainable development incorpo¬ 
rating Aboriginal values and leadership that will 
draw the positive attention of the world community. 

Though figures detailing the exact amount of tim¬ 
ber to be harvested from the region have not yet been 
released, the intent is to keep the harvest at a mini¬ 
mum. Just a decade ago more than 900,000 cubic 
metres oftimber were beinghauled out ofthe Clayoquot 
Sound each year. 
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Building Our Communities 


Nunavut to get three 
new national parks 

by Ennis Morris 

Canada’s national park system will increase by three this summer thanks 
largely to the results of four years of discussions between the Inuit peoples of 
Nunavut and the federal government in Ottawa. The names of the three new 
parks, Auyuittuq, Sirmilik, and Quttinirtaaq, provide a descriptive reality to the 
terrain on which they are located. The Inuktitut names, in their English transla¬ 
tion, stand for ‘land that never melts’, 'place of the glaciers' and ‘top of the world’. 

One of the Inuit who helped negotiate the deal, Paul Amagoalik, told media that 
“this is a way for the Inuit to connect with the rest of Canada. The parks will 
highlight things that you can’t find anywhere else in the world." 

The addition of the three parks will add about 80,000 km2 to the National Parks 
land mass, bringing the total to just over 244,000 km2. 

There are currently 38 national parks and national park reserves in Canada. 
These natural wilderness areas are located in every province and territory and 
include areas on the Atlantic and Pacific coasts as well as throughout the interior 
mountains, the Great Lakes, the Shield Lakes and across the western plains. The 
smallest takes up just 8.7 km2 of space; the largest encompasses a land mass 
totalling 44,802 km2. The parks and reserves include holiday favourites such as 
Jasper, Banff and Fundy as well as the lesser known names of Iwavik, Vuntut and 

Before Ottawa’s mandate to fulfil their goal of at least one national park in each 
of the country’s 39 natural regions can be realized, another 17 must be created. 
Next month that total will shrink to 14. Work is currently underway to create the 
additional parks, including two more for Nunavut. Currently, the national parks 
system encompasses about 224,466 km2 or about 2% ofCanada's land mass. When 
the system is complete it will cover just over 3% of Canada. 

The location of the parks and value they offer to the north are not entirely an 
unknown factor. Negotiations between Nunavut and Ottawa have been ongoing 
for some time already. The addition of the three ecotourism regions are intended 
to help Nunavut’s new government in its quest to gain and maintain economic 
viability. Bringing the cost of travel and tourism into line is one of the items on the 
busy list of attainable goals for Nunavut. Currently, travel into the area is 
expensive—a two week tour into the far north can easily cost a visitor in the 
neighbourhood of $5,000 to $8,000. 

Mr. Amagoalik, acknowledging that it’s not uncommon for less than a thousand 
visitors to show up each year, due to the high costs, admitted that, “right now the 
parks are more or less just for the rich. We hope to change that.” 

The talks between Ottawa and the Inuit, which began in 1995, took some time 
to resolve, mostly because of the two groups’ failure to agree on how to share 
control of the new parks. The negotiations ended with Ottawa assuming the final 
authority over the parks, though it will be a team of joint park committees who will 
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administer and manage them. 

After the agreement is signed by Canadian Heritage Minister, Sheila Copps, 
next month, Ottawa will have up to one year to pass the legislation required to add 
the three new parks into Canada’s national park system. The deal was initially to 
have been signed in conjunction with the July 9 anniversary of the Nunavut land 
claim, but scheduling problems put the matter off for a month. Copps will travel 
to Baffin Island in August where she will participate in the official signing of the 
Benefits Agreement between Parks Canada and the Qikiqtani Association. 

Auyuittuq, Sirmilik, and Quttinirtaaq are well known for the roles they play as 
bird sanctuaries, natural wildlife habitats and a prime feeding area for the 
narwhale, an unusual cold-water mammal that supports a unicorn-like horn and 
often swims and plays beside passing ships travelling close to the permanent 
northern ice flow that the narwhale calls home. The rugged terrain and the 
general ‘adventuresome’ outdoor wilderness found in the far north, including 
many areas not frequented by man, are also expected to attract a large number of 
tourists once development is underway. 

Negotiations are continuing on two other parks that the Nunavut Territorial 
government wants to see set up soon after the new millennium. 



Happy Anniversary, Alberta Native Neu/s. We salute your 
15 years of outstanding publications for First Nations. From 
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POWWOW GUIDE 


Join the Powwow Trail 

It’s Powwow Season again! At the Alberta Native 
News we have put together a schedule of some of the 
coming powwow events and other happenings. Our 
list will be updated as the season progresses 
hope it gives you an idea of what to f 
to come. Good luck tc " " 
pants. Have a great 

JULY 

July 23 
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Health and Education 


Ben Calf Robe School: a western education 
that promotes cultural identity 


Ben Calf Robe Junior High School has a special, friendly atmosphere that 
encourages Native students to retain their cultural identity, while providing them 


It looks as if Ben Calf Robe School is just like any otl 
would come across in Edmonton. But after entering, it 
Calf Robe School is a unique place filled with warmth 
of glorious Native artwork adorning the walls. 


her learning institution one 
becomes apparent that Ben 
and love and an abundance 



NATIONAL ABORIGINAL 
CLEARING / CONNECTING HOUSE ON 
DISABILITY ISSUES 



‘‘Informing Aboriginal People on Disability Issues” 

At the National Aboriginal Clearing / Connecting House on Disability Issues 
(NACCHDI). our commitment to inform is more than just words. It's a commitment 
to participation and accommodation to issues facing Aboriginal people with 
Disabilities. 

We believe the way to fuller participation and accommodation is through 
communication. That's why we are dedicated to opening new doors of opportunities 
for Aboriginal people with disabilities, it Is one way we go about informing you of 
the programs and services available from all levels of government and other 


For Information about programs and services available, please contact: 
National Aboriginal Clearing / Connecting House on Disability Issues 
Suite 200 - I03A Packham Avenue. Saskatoon. Saskatchewan S7N 4K4 
Tel: (306) 477-7300 OR 1-888-661-0766 (Voice/TTY) Fax: (306) 477-8894 
E-Mail Address: Clearing@FSIN.com Website: http://www.fsin.com 



Ben Calf Robe was opened to Native students in 
1981. The program was developed to address the 
dropout rate at the junior high level. According to 
Stats Canada, many Native students were not 
going beyond Grade 7 and Grade 8. Edmonton 
Catholic, with the co-operation of the Aboriginal 
community decided they wanted to do something to 
correct this problem, and Ben Calf Robe Junior 
High School was the result. 

Ben Calf Robe Junior High School, a member of 
the Edmonton Catholic School District, offers Na¬ 
tive students the same educational opportunity 
that other students in Alberta receive. “Core cur¬ 
riculum in all subject areas are basically as Alberta 
mandates” says Ben Calf Robe principal Susie 
Seguin. “We really can’t change any of that curricu- 



Yet Ben Calf Robe enhances the existing curriculum with a Native cultural 
overtone which is unheard of in other junior high schools. “When students are 
doing novel studies, the novels are either written by Native people or written from 
a perspective of the Aboriginal community,” says Seguin. 

“In Social Studies there is a little more focus on Native studies. Guest speakers 
would definitely be Native. In science, Ihave included studies on some of the roots 
that are used for medicinal purposes. There is very little there that enhances 
Native knowledge in terms of the types of healing that was prominent among the 
Cree people a long time ago” says Seguin. “Mathematics courses are the same.” 

In the options program a selection of different cultural activities is offered. For 
example, a strong component of the physical education program is the incorpora¬ 
tion of Native games such as lacrosse. Inhome economics class, traditional Native 
food preparation and sewing are the main courses of study, Seguin says. 

Native cultural components that are incorporated into the regular school life 
include sweetgrass ceremonies celebrated each morning, sweats once a month, 
pipe ceremonies once every three months, and tipi construction. The staff at Ben 
Calf Robe is half Native, half non-Native. 

Although the school’s population is mostly Native, any junior high aged student 
in Edmonton is welcome to attend the school. “The odd time there are Caucasian 
students who come through. The school is open to all students,” says Seguin. “The 
enrolment last year was 72. 

“In the past we would get students that nobody else wanted. These were children 
who came with a lot of issues and they could not cope elsewhere. Racial slurs are 
damaging and that is something that we refuse to tolerate. Students can come 
here and feel safe and not have that kind of racial stigma," Seguin says. 

Most of the students come from a poor socioeconomic status. 10 percent of the 
students come from the middle class, 90 percent come from single families, many 
are living in the inner city, and many live below the poverty line. “We get children 
from different types of situations, some need to go a long way in terms of healing, 
some are already well and able to compete within a dominant society,” says 


By incorporating cultural enhancements to the current Alberta curriculum, Ben 
Calf Robe Junior High School offers Native students the opportunity to retain 
their cultural heritage, while learning to compete within a dominant society. It 
offers students the chance to obtain a western education while maintaining their 
cultural identity. 


Extension Division and College of Agriculture 

Extension Specialist III 


Applications are invited for a 3-year term joint appointment with Extension 
Division and College of Agriculture at the University of Saskatchewan. There is 
a possibility of a further two-year extension. 

Duties: The successful candidate will work with the Agriculture, Food, and 
Horticulture program unit of the Extension Division and with the Department of 
Plant Sciences in the College of Agriculture to assist in the development and 
delivery of extension courses, workshops, trade shows, publications, etc., related 
to topics in the field of crop science and agronomy. Depending on the 
qualifications of the successful candidate, there may be an opportunity to teach 
credit classes in the Department of Plant Sciences. 

Qualifications: Applicants should possess an earned graduate degree in crop 
science or agronomy. In addition, several years of experience in extension 
programming will be an asset. Eligibility for membership in the Saskatchewan 
Institute of Agrologists is also required. 

Salary: Commensurate with the level of education and experience in 
extension programming. The 1995-98 scale is $38,786 - $56,152. 

Starting Date: September 1, 1999, or as soon thereafter as possible 

Application Deadline: August 1, 1999. Please send your application, 
accompanied by a curriculum vitae and three letters of reference, to Dr. Gordon 
Thompson, Dean, Extension Division, University of Saskatchewan, 117 Science 
Place, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 5C8 

The University of Saskatchewan is committed to Employment Equity. Members 
of designated groups (women. Aboriginal people, people with disabilities and 
visible minorities) are encouraged to self-idenlify on their applications. 
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U of A tops in 
Native medical grads 

Canada’s most successful Native health care ca¬ 
reers program added two more graduates to its pool of 
Aboriginal physicians last month at the University of 
Alberta's convocation ceremonies. 


more Aboriginal physicians to provide leadership in 
providing healthcare for our Aboriginal populations. 
The Universities of Alberta and Manitoba are leaders 
in graduating Aboriginal medical doctors for the na- 

The need for Aboriginal physicians was identified 
by The Honourable Mr. Justice Thomas Berger as 
early as 1980 in his seminal Report of Advisory Com¬ 
mission on Indian and Inuit Health Consultation. 
The U of A is responding to that need by leading the 
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Nancy Robson and Brad Davies earned their medi¬ 
cal degrees and will now begin their residency train¬ 
ing. Robson is from the Upper Cayuga Six Nations 
community in Ontario, and Davies is from Calgary, 
Alberta. 

“This is another great day for the program,” says 
Dean Lome Tyrrell. “Morbidity and mortality are 
four to six times higher in the Aboriginal communities 
than in the general Canadian population. We need 


country in graduating Aboriginal health care physi- 

The U of A’s graduates of the program are now 
practicing in Aboriginal communities across Canada. 

The program has been in existence since 1988. It 
uses incentives and support programs to recruit, 
retain and support Aboriginal students. As a conse¬ 
quence, the U of A has graduated 16 medical gradu¬ 
ates in the last 7 years. 
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SHERBROOKE LOCATION 
(GRADES 4 - 9) 

12245 -131 Street 
Edmonton, AB T5L 0M8 
Phone (780) 454-5202 
Fax (780) 454-5301 



Congratulations, Alberta Native News, on 
your 15th anniversary of independent 
publishing. Continued success, from 

RED ROAD HEALING SOCIETY 

Our vision is to walk with all our 
relatives on the red road of life by 
remembering, renewing and restoring 
our traditional roles and values 
as Indigenous peoples. 

3010 -119 Ave. Ph. 1-780-471-3220 

Edmonton, AB 1-780-471-3221 
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Website: http://www.ecs.edmonton.ab.ca 
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Under the Northern Sky 


Our Home and 
Native Land 



huge resource extraction companies realize, that by Nation people might have to resort to civil disobedi- 
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have a say in what should be a democratic and open government and the pr 
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For over 10 years 
we have been the leading 
specialists 

in First Nations heritage studies 
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